
Gulp, gulp, gulp!  Thatõs the 

sound of children at the Gale 

V. Hull Escuela in Village 

Concepcion, Guatemala 

drinking clean water!  A team 

of ten New Englanders trav-

eled with Partners In Devel-

opment this winter and spent 

one week working to con-

struct a water filtration sys-

tem for the school in addition 

to building latrines, painting 

houses, providing business 

training and conducting re-

search for our parasite study. 
 

The sand filtration system 

was custom designed by 

Norm Labbe, Superintendent 

of the Kennebunk, Kenne-

bunkport and Wells Water 

District in Maine.  Prior to 

the trip, Labbe spent hours 

researching water projects in 

developing countries and cus-

tom designing a sand filtration 

system to be built in Guate-

mala that 

would be 

simple and 

cost-effective.  

The com-

pleted filter 

now delivers 

300 gallons of 

drinking wa-

ter a day to 

the school 

kids! 
 

Funding for 

this project came from book 

royalties donated by Steven 

Bridge of St. Josephõs College 

and from the Wolfeboro 

New Hampshire Rotary Club.  

Jim Carey, of the Wolfeboro 

Rotary Club, traveled with 

the team to help set-up the 

filters. 
 

As luck would have it, Jane 

Clark, a lab technician from 

Beverly, Massachusetts, was 

also a member of the team.  

Clark was able to use the 

testing equipment and the 

microscope in PIDõs labora-

tory to determine what pol-

lutants were in the areaõs 

drinking water.  She also 

spent long hours in PIDõs lab 

doing research for PIDõs para-

site study in the village. 
 

After r iding countless 

òchicken busesó around Gua-

temala to gather the supplies 

(Continued on page 3) 

PID Brings Clean Drinking Water To School 

Youõve heard people say 

òwhat a difference a year 

makesó, well that certainly 

rings true for PID.  2008 was 

a year of unprecedented 

growth and accomplishments 

for our organization and the 

people we serve.  To help 

you understand what a differ-

ence your support makes we 

have compiled the following 

list: 

In the United States:  

Received grants to support 

our programs  

Formed a Maine Committee 

for PID 

Redesigned PIDõs website and 

added new administrative 

features 

Hosted three alternative 

break trips for St. Josephõs 

College, Brewster Academy 

and Rhode Island School of 

Design 

Hosted our first team of in-

ternational students from 

UMass Dartmouth 

A Year In Review:  A look at 2008 
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Since 1990, PID has been 

serving the extreme poor 

in the developing world.  

Through child sponsor-

ships, micro credit loans, 

housing opportunities and 

medical care we aim to 

transform communities so 

they can be self-sufficient.  

We serve over 4,000 peo-

ple each year in Haiti and 

Guatemala who are deter-

mined to break the cycle 

of poverty. 

  
PID is a 501c(3) nonprofit.  

Donations are tax-deductible. 
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Merrimack Valley Suzuki Play-

ers, under the direction of-

Trudy Larson of North Ando-

ver, have been hosting a bene-

fit concert for Partners In De-

velopment.  The concert pro-

ceeds are used to sponsor 

two young children in Haiti 

through PID.   
 

òThe students love to perform 

and this gives them a worth-

while purpose,ó reports Trudy 

Larson. 
 

The benefit concert leaves a 

lasting impression on the Su-

zuki players.  This winter, PID 

was contacted by Thomas 

Bowling, a freshman at Wells 

College looking to dedicate his 

winter vacation to an unpaid 

internship with Partners In 

Development.  When Bowling 

was a young boy, he played in 

many Merrimack Valley Suzuki 

Strings benefit concerts for 

PID.  For Bowling, he always 

remembered the important 

work of our organization and 

wanted to continue to help 

now that he is a young adult.  

During his internship, Bowling 

proved that he is not only a 

talented musician, but is a 

dedicated, fast-learner in the 

workplace.  He took on any 

assigned task  with profession-

alism and enthusiasm and we 

are grateful he remembered 

PID from the concerts of his 

youth. 
 

A huge round of applause goes 

out to Trudy Larson and the 

Merrimack Valley Suzuki 

Strings players of today, yes-

terday and years to come. 

Suzuki Players Perform for PID 

Sop family update  

Rotary Club in New Hamp-

shire to continue with the 

water project.  A team will 

travel to Guatemala this sum-

mer for Phase II of the water 

project that will bring filtration 

systems to village homes. 
 

Back in the States, the PID 

office is buzzing with new vol-

unteers.  PID attended a non-

profit career fair in Boston this 

winter and met many out-

standing professionals who 

were excited to join our vol-

unteer staff.  Please welcome 

our new volunteers:  
 

Hannah Powlison comes to us 

as a senior at Gordon College 

studying   International Devel-

opment.  She will serve as our 

Child Sponsorship Liaison.   
   
Juan Carlos comes from 

Baylor University with degree 

in International Studies and is  

fluent in both Spanish and 

French. He will set up PIDõs 

new import/export doll busi-

ness as he has extensive ex-

perience in international mar-

keting.  (More news to come 

Community Challenge Update 

families were using the woods 

or the river as a bathroom and 

were constantly infected with 

parasites.  The funding for 

project will provide 70 families 

with a proper sanitation facility 

which will dramatically im-

prove health conditions there.   
 

Health conditions in Village 

Concepcion will also improve 

dramatically now that PID is 

bringing clean water to the 

area with sand filtration sys-

tems.  In March, PID received 

$4000 from the Wolfeboro 

- J im  Weeks  

Brews te r  Academy Teac her  
Guatemala  te am member ,  

March  7 - 14 ,  2009  
 

P ag e  2  P I D  P o s t  Se rv i n g    t h e  e x t r em e  p o o r  s i n c e  199 0  

ñYou will possibly 

get more out of it 

than the people you 

intended to help.ò 

 

Thoughts on our trips...  

Violinists and violists ranging 

in age from six to eighteen 

took the stage in March to 

help children who are less 

fortunate than themselves.  

For the past sixteen years, the 

Only four months into our 

Community Challenge and 

already the PID train has taken 

off!  As reported, our Com-

munity Challenge is an effort 

to expand the longevity of our 

programs and ensure the or-

ganizationõs future.   
 

We started off the year and 

the Challenge by using grant 

funds received from the Atkin-

son Foundation to build 

proper bathroom facilities in 

Village Concepcion, Guate-

mala.  In the Village, most 

(L to R) Roan Elliot-Higgins, Phillip Joyce, and John Witt  

The Sop children look on as the foun-

dation for their new home was dug 

this March.  After their mother died in 

December, a number of generous PID 

donors contributed to building the 

children a secure home in Village Con-

cepcion, Guatemala.  Team members 

from Rhode Island School of Design 

began construction on the home 

which is expected to be completed in 

May. 


