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What on earth is a community challenge, 

one might ask oneself? Where is this com-

munity located? It is located in the hearts 

of the PID donors - those who are dedi-

cated to serving the extreme poor in Gua-

temala and Haiti. Our work has grown 

tremendously in the last three years 

(tripling in size). All of you have shown 

remarkable support in helping us to have 

positive growth, even in an economy that 

has not been positive. For those of you 

who have been able to come on a trip, you 

have been able to witness first hand what 

your donations have accomplished. It is-

t r u l y  a m a z i n g ! 

 

Our goal with the Community Challenge 

is to move PID from a small organization 

to a medium sized organization. At the 

current rate of growth, this will take be-

tween three and five years. Our developed 

status will permit us to receive more 

grants, allow us to fund our vision of add-

ing new villages every three to five years, 

provide support for our growing pro-

grams, create a safety net for emergencies 

in the communities we support (floods, 

medical outbreaks, etc.) and will enable 

us to have a full-time office assistant for 

PIDôs president. This will ensure that the 

work of PID will continue even after I 

(Gale) am no longer in the picture.   
 

This is where the Community Challenge 

part comes in. I am asking for several 

things.  If you have been happy with the 

work of PID and want to ensure its lon-

gevity, please help us with financial dona-

tions if your budget allows, or most im-

portantly, with referrals to potential PID 

donors.  If you are a member of a church, 

civic organization, school group, etc. that 

is not currently involved with PID, please 

introduce us to  these groups.  If you work 

in an office, please ask about matching-

grants.  If you know someone with a car-

ing heart who may want to sponsor a child 

or go on a trip, please provide us with the 

contact information.  When thinking 

about the future, please consider Partners 

In Development in your estate planning.  

When shopping for someone, please con-

sider purchasing an alternative gift with 

PID in lieu of the traditional route.  Word 

of mouth has always been PIDôs best 

source of advertisingénow is your 

chance to help! 
 

While donors are busy with their recruit-

ing assignments, the PID staff and Board 

of Directors will be working hard as well.  

Currently, we are applying for  grants to 

support our current programs, solidifying 

partners and resources in the countries we 

serve, seeking new volunteers at nonprofit 

conferences, using our website and Face-

book page to attract new supporters, and 

gaining corporate sponsors.  During our 

first year in the Community Challenge, 

our goal is to raise our annual budget by 

15 %.  At this rate, PID will officially be a 

medium-sized nonprofit organization by 

the end of year two of the Campaign. 
 

Please send any referrals to 

gale@pidonline.org or call Gale at (978) 

417-9250 to discuss the possibilities.  

Donations can be made on our website, 

www.pidonline.org, or see the form on 

page 4 of this newsletter.  Thank you for 

believing in the work of Partners In De-

velopment.  Over 4,000 grateful people in 

Haiti and Guatemala believe in all of you! 

Introducing Our Community Challenge Kicking Off 2009 in 

Guatemala! 
On January 1st, a team of 24 arrived in 

Guatemala, with students and faculty 

from St. Josephôs College in Maine, a 

family doctor from Newburyport, and a 

nurse practitioner from Mass General. 
 

The team went right to work in Village 

Concepcion.  Six nursing students from 

St. Joeôs joined the doctor and nurse 

practitioner in running a full medical 

clinic for the week.  It was truly a 

ñteaching clinicò as Laurel Ruzicka, 

MD and Amy DeSilva, NP led the 

nursing students through patient ex-

ams.  They saw over 250 patients in 

one week!   

On the worksite, the rest of the team 

was busy building a bathroom that will 

provide four families with running 

water, toilets and showers.  This pro-

ject was funded by a sanitation grant 

recently secured by Partners In Devel-

opment to help combat village para-

sites.  In addition to the bathroom con-

struction, they also painted two PID 

houses, worked on a foundation for the 

next home, collected information for 

PIDôs village census and ran programs 

for the local children.   
 

A BIG thanks goes out to the St. Joeôs 

crew, Laurel and Amy for starting the 

New Year by helping the extreme 

poor! 
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Be Mine:  Valentine Gifts From The Heart  
 

Trying to find a special way to show you care this Valentineôs Day?  Why 

not skip the flowers and candies and go the alternative route with PID? 

 

Partners In Development is offering Alternative Gift Valentines this year.  

Make a donation to PID in your Valentineôs name and they will receive a 

special Valentineôs Day card from Partners In Development telling them a 

donation was made in their name from you.  We will also add a personal-

ized message from you in the card.  This heart-warming gift will not only 

send Valentine wishes to your special someone, but it will help pave the 

way for a better world for thousands of people who struggle to survive 

each day. 

 

Give a gift from the heart with PID this year.  Contact Lisa for a Valentine 

order form at lisa@pidonline.org or call her at (978) 471-9922.  You can 

also download an order form on our website, www.pidonline.org.   

It will be a busy travel year for Partners 

In Development with 12 trips already 

scheduled to Haiti and Guatemala.   
 

Calling All Spring Breakers:  Join 

other college students in Guatemala dur-

ing your March break this year and 

make a difference in 2009!  PID is host-

ing alternative spring break trips to Gua-

temala during the weeks of March 7-14; 

March 14-21; and March 21-28.    The 

trips will feature work in Village Con-

cepcion with the extreme poor and two 

cultural excursions  for marketplace 

shopping and sight-seeing.   
 

Holy Week Trip:  This is an abso-

lutely amazing trip that will immerse 

you in the local culture during Holy 

Week in Guatemala, their most cele-

brated holiday of the year.  You will join 

a Guatemalan family in their world-

renowned custom of making ñcarpetsò 

for the cityôs procession on Good Fri-

day.  In addition to the Holy Week fes-

tivities, you will also work with the ex-

treme poor in Village Concepcion and 

go on two cultural trips.  Travel dates:  

April 4-11th.   
 

Trips costs $760 plus air and include all 

expenses (food, lodging, transportation, 

insurance, cultural trips, tips, country 

fees, etc.).  Our complete trip schedule 

for 2009 is available on our website, 

www.pidonline.org.   

Dolls Bring Smiles To 

Haiti     

One donorôs story... 
Jessica Vanderbilt sponsors a child in 

Haiti with PID.  Thinking about how 

many dolls her own children have, she 

thought it would be neat to give dolls 

to the little girls in Haiti.  She raised 

enough money so all the girls under 10 

years old in PIDôs child sponsorship 

program could receive a doll (56 little 

girls!).  Five women were hired from 

Blanchard to hand make the dolls and 

were thrilled to be part of the project!  

Needless to say, the young girls in 

Haiti who received a doll were over-

joyed with their precious gift!  Thank 

you for providing so much joy, Jessica! 

The procession in San Antonio, Guatemala 

passed over the òcarpetó created with the 
help of a PID team on Good Friday last year.  
It took over 80 men to carry this elaborate 

float depicting the crucifixion of Christ 
through the city.  

Trips To Write Home About:  Join PID in 2009! 

News from a supporter...how PID changed her life  
 

Hi Gale! 
 

 I hope you are doing well.  I still think of you often and marvel at how my affilia-

tion with you and PID changed my life irrevocably ... so much so that I am now the 

associate director at a non-profit that sends 13 surgical and dental missions each 

year to Rwanda, Guatemala, Tanzania, The Philippines, Peru, etc.  We perform cleft 

lip and palate surgeries, as well as microtia and some severe burn procedures.   I 

know the preschool continues to host an annual drive for PID and that makes me 

very happy!!! 
 

Liz Desmarais 

The PID POST is a quarterly  
publication of  

Partners In Development, Inc.  
 

Serving the poorest of the poor in the 
developing world since 1990  
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PID is a 501c3 nonprofit Christian service 
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With Sorrow  
 

This Decem-

ber, a loving 

mother from 

Village Con-

c e p c i o n 

p a s s e d 

a w a y .  

Josefa Mejia 

Hernandez Sop was mother to 

seven children and seven months 

pregnant with her eighth child.  She 

was hospitalized at the end of the 

month and died a few days later.   

 

Not only was Josefa the nurturing 

caregiver for her family, but she 

also provided the familyôs income 

by selling tortillas.  Now without a 

mother or an income, the oldest 

daughter in the family, who is 13, is 

in charge.  A Christmas donation 

was made from a special family of 

PID supporters to the Sop family so 

they could pay for a casket and 

have food for the next few months.  

Two children, Samuel and Nicolas, 

are enrolled in PIDôs child sponsor-

ship program so we will be able to 

keep a close eye on the children 

and make sure their needs are being 

met.   

 

The Sop family is extremely poor 

and will struggle without Josefaôs 

income.  Their shack is in shambles 

and their living conditions were 

described as ñhorrificò by PIDôs 

social worker.  Partners In Devel-

opment will be constructing an 

emergency house for this family 

within the next few months.  If you 

would like to contribute to the 

emergency fund and help the Sop 

family have a decent place to call 

home, you may send a check to 

PID with ñEmergency Fundò on the 

memo line or make a contribution 

using paypal on our website 

www.pidonline.org.   

 

Please keep the Sop family in your 

prayers. 

This November, Vil-

lage Concepcion had 

its FIRST female 

graduate!  Meet Da-

lia Coroy, the eldest 

child of Marta and 

Filipe Coroy.  This 

was one of the first 

families we met 

when PID entered 

Village Concepcion.  

With their eight children, Mr. & Mrs. 

Coroy lived in a one room house made of 

delatipated wood.  They had a dirt floor, 

a leaking roof and no access to water or a 

latrine.  Ready to get our programs un-

derway, we offered the Coroy family 

PIDôs first home in Guatemala.  Mr. 

Coroy came to PID and said, ñIf having a 

house means that I will not be able to 

afford to send my daughter to school, 

then I would rather stay in my current 

home.ò  Mr. Coroy was referring to his 

daughter, Dalia, who by pinching every 

penny, they managed to send to school 

when other girls her age no longer at-

tended.  Understanding and respecting 

his high values, Partners In Development 

offered to enroll Dalia in our child spon-

sorship program so their family could 

afford decent place to call home and their 

eldest daughter could become an edu-

cated young women.  Much to our joy, 

they accepted the offer. 
 

There was much to celebrate in the 

Coroyôs new home this fall when Dalia 

graduated from high school.  Congratula-

tions, Dalia and the entire Coroy family! 
 

A warm thanks goes out to those who are 

finding their own special way to support 

Partners In Developmentôs work in Haiti 

and Guatemala: 
 

Wedding bells!  Tammy Vega and Lance 

Drennan were recently married.  They 

sent a donation to PID in lieu of putting 

favors on the tables at their wedding re-

ception.  They placed a card at each table 

setting explaining that the money went to 

PID and included description of our 

work.  Best wishes and thank you, 

Tammy & Lance! 
 

Palmyra and Stanley Fischer sent a gift 

to honor the wedding anniversary of 

Martha and Ken Murray.  Happy Anni-

versary, Martha & Ken! 
 

Samantha Brown of Ipswich, MA had a 

birthday party and asked her guests to 

bring donations for PID instead of 

gifts.  Thanks for thinking of PID on 

your special day, Samantha! 
 

Jan Rooney and Deb Greene hosted a 

PID fundraiser this fall by throwing a 

jewelry, stationary, and card party at 

Greetings by the Dozen in Newburyport. 

The pair dedicated twenty percent of all 

sales to the work of Partners in Develop-

ment.  If you are looking for a girls night 

out, Jan and Deb can organize a jewelry 

party for you and your friends.  They 

provide the store, invitations, cheese, 

crackers, drinks, and items for sale.  All 

you  need to do is send out the invitations 

and gather your girlfriends and 20% of 

all sales from your party will go to PID.  

For more information, call Deb Greene at 

(978) 225-6700. 

75 Years Strong! 
For the past seven years, Beverly Coose 

has been walking in the Gloucester Pride 

Stride on behalf of Partners In Develop-

ment.  In that time she has raised close to 

$10,000 for PID with her walking 

pledges!  This yearôs walk, being held  

on April 26, also marks Beverlyôs 75th 

birthday.  Coose says this may be her last 

Pride Stride for PID and she wants to go 

out with a bang!  You can help Beverly 

celebrate her birthday by pledging her for 

the event or joining her on the 5 mile 

walk-a-thon.  The Gloucester Pride 

Stride features hundreds of walkers sup-

porting their favorite charity, a 5 mile-

walk along the coast of Gloucester and a 

huge barbeque at the end of the course.  

To make your pledge for Beverly (make 

a pledge in any amount to fit your 

budget) or to sign up for the walk, con-

tact Lisa at lisa@pidonline.org or call the 

PID office at (978) 417-9250.   

Our Shining Stars  

History Made In Village Concepcion! 
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Join The Campaign! 
 

Join Partners In Developmentôs Community Challenge Campaign today to invest in the future of PID as we 

continue to help thousands living in extreme poverty.  Donations of all sizes are welcome...every dollar 

will be one step closer to breaking the cycle of poverty! 
 

I want to help jump-start Partners In Developmentôs Community Challenge Campaign! 
Name: 

Street: 

City:     State:  Zip: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Community Challenge Donation Amount:     (Please include your check made payable to Partners In Development) 
 

Thank you for believing in our work and for supporting the longevity of Partners In Development!   
 

Please clip and return to PID, PO Box 9, Ipswich, MA 01938 

Partners In Development is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization.  All donations are tax-deductible.   

Celebrate with us! 
 

 

Join Partners In Development on Sunday, March 1st as we celebrate another year of mile-

stones in Haiti and Guatemala.  This free event is being held at Boone Hall* in Ipswich, 

MA from 2 to 4 pm.  The celebration will feature a dessert selection, a special guest 

speaker, an awards presentation, a craft sale and all the latest news from Haiti and Guate-

mala.  Come and enjoy the company of PID friends for a gathering that is sure to warm your 

heart. 
 

PIDôs Annual Meeting will be held after the celebration.  All are welcome to attend.   
 

Please RSVP by calling (978) 417-9250 or email gale@pidonline.org 
 

*Boone Hall is adjacent to Ascension Memorial Church located at 31 County Road in  

Ipswich, MA.   


